United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES.DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 14S0 

Alexandria, Virginia 223I3-14S0 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/522,693 



.01/27/2005 



Nigel Alexander Buchanan 



44702 7590 01/18/2007 

OSTRAGER CHONG FLAHERTY & BROITMAN PC 
250 PARK avenue, SUITE 825 
NEW YORK, NY 10177 



RGC-ST-P2 



1841 



EXAMINER 



GRANT.ALVINJ 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3723 



SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD OF RESPONSE 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



3 MONTHS 01/18/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning tliis application or proceeding. 

If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire 6 MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this commimication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 10/06) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/522,693 


Applicant(s) 

BUCHANAN, NIGEL ALEXANDER 


CAaminer 
Alvin J. Grant 


Art Unit 

3723 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

' If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent tenm adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 September 2006 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 12-17 is/are.withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) _^ is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-11 \slare rejected. 
/)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim (s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[3 accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing{s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1,1 21(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or forni PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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2) S Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) 13 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08)' 5) □ Notice of Infomial Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 8/11/08 . 6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, and the Species shown in 
Figures 2-6 in the reply filed on 9/14/06 is acknowledged. 

Drawings 

2. New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in this 
application because they do not in conformance with the requirements of 37 CFR 1 .84 
of the MPEP. Please see Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review attached 
herewith. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent patent 
draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer 
prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show 
element "(2b)" as described on page 7, line 19 of the specification. Any structural detail 
that is essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed invention should be shown 
in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 
CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
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removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary 
to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 
the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 



Specification 

4. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

• Line 6. change "(a nut, bolt, screw or the like)" to read, "including a nut, a bolt, 
a screw or the like". 

• Lines 1 0 and 1 1 , change "a drive socket, for example the more and more 
torque" to read, "a drive socket as more torque". 

5. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hurtig 
4.488,461. 

Hurtig discloses a drive comprising a flexible head having a split aperture therein for 
loosely engaging drive means for driving a fastener, an elongate handle, and cam 
means arranged to couple the handle and the flexible head, so that when the one way 
drive is about to drive the fastener the handle is moved relative to the head, the cam 
means is effective to close the aperture and to increasingly tighten the flexible head 
about the drive means as more torque is applied to the handle; the cam means 
comprises a plurality of pins mounted to the handle; comprising two pins mounted on 
the handle and located in slots in the flexible head (Fig. 6); and the cam means 
comprises a surface on the handle extending in a direction transverse to the direction in 
which the longitudinal axis of the handle extends for engagement with the flexible head 
to move the head upon the application of torque to the handle. 

Claims 1, 2, 5, 6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kunis Heinrich DE 16 03 875. 

Kunis Heinrich discloses a one way drive comprising a flexible head having a split 
aperture therein for loosely engaging drive means for driving a fastener, an elongate 
handle, and cam means an-anged to couple the handle and the flexible head, so that 
when the one way drive is about to drive a fastener the handle is moved relative to the 
head, the cam means is effective to close the aperture and to increasingly to tighten the 
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flexible head about the drive means as more torque is applied to the handle; the cam 
means comprises a plurality of pins mounted on the handle; two plates mounted on 
opposed sides of the handle at one end thereof to define a recess therebetween with an 
end surface of the handle, the flexible head being mounted in the recess; the flexible 
head comprises a flexible ring having a pair of circumferentially spaced surfaces 
extending in a radially outward direction from an inner ring surface; an outermost free 
end of each pair of surfaces constitutes a respective cam surface of the cam means 
(abstract, and drawings). 

Claims 1, 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Carl 
Walter DE 599 682 C. 

Carl Walter discloses a one way drive comprising a flexible head having a split aperture 
therein for loosely engaging drive means for driving a fastener, an elongate handle, and 
cam means arranged to couple the handle and the flexible head, so that when the one 
way drive is about to drive a fastener the handle is moved relative to the head, the cam 
means is effective to close the aperture and to increasingly tighten the flexible head 
about the drive means as more torque is applied to the handle; the flexible head 
comprises a flexible ring having a pair of circumferentially spaced surfaces extending in 
a radially outward direction from an inner ring surface; and the circumferentially 
spaced 

surfaces diverge outwardly from the inner ring surface (Figs. 1-4). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning tiiis communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner should be directed to Alvin J. Grant whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4484. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph J. Hail can be reached on (571 ) 272-4485. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Alvin J Grant 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3723 




